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( With the

- dance, my
singing became
more expressive.
Singing grew into
my whole

body. ))

—Nanette Perrotte

ARTS & LEISURE

- By JANE EKLUND
Monadnock Ledger Staff

ou might say Nanette Per-

rotte's life is a kind of musical

collage. The Greenfield resi-
. . dent divides hertime among
such pursuits as songwriting; teach-
ing voice lessons privately and at the
Boston Conservatoryof Music, per-
forming with herjazz combo, leading
classes that combine voice and yopa

- andproducing a CD of musicbased on
the poetry of Emily Dickinson.

Locat folkswillhave achanceto

sample some of Perrotte’s work Sat-
urday, whenthe Nanette Perrotte
Combo plays at Harlow's Pub and
Café in Peterborough. With Perrotte
on vocals, AaronJensen on Piano,
Keith Kirkpatrick on upright bass and
ColbyKuzontkoski on drums; the

. grou performswhatshe'calls“?ery

gentle, melodicjazz."

. Two of the musicians— Jensen and
Colby, are clagsically trained. Jensen
has been playing jazz piano for about
fouryears, says Perrotte; Kuzontkos-

~ kiapproaches drumminginavery

melodicavay. Kirkpatrick comes from

. arockbackground. “*Hesuppliesare-
- ally fandamental foundation'for

everythingthat goesonontop” ofthe
bass, shesays, o
The combo performs standards by
Jazz favorites like Lawrence and Hart,
Johnny Mercen, Sarah Vaughn and
Billie Holliday, as well as original ma-
terial, Sit and listen, Perrotie says,

. haveadrink,talk with friends, or get
. upanddance The comboprovidesa.
. Usoftatmosphere.”

 “They love playing at Harlow's,”
Perrotte says of the band members,
who hail from the Boston area, Per-
olte was based in Cambridge, also, un-
til a conple ofyears ago when she and
her partner, Sebastian Lockwood,
went searching fora house inmoreru-
ralenvirons, =~

They found one in Greenfield, and
settled happily into the Monadnock
region. “Love the space, love the peo-
ple, love the culture,” Perrotte says of
thisarea, “It's very vibrant.”

Astudent ofvoicesince the age of
12, she's been inand out of numerous
bandssince her teens. She got her

- first lead singer gigat 17, with a band

called G.LR.L; (Get It Real Loud),

She also studied dance and ballet
foryears. “With the dance, my singing
became more expressive,” she sayvs.
“Singing grew into my whole body”

Hence herhybrid music/movement
venture, Voiceyopa, which combines
Singgn and stretehing —-stretching
the body and the vocal chords. “When
1started doing {oga it was wonderful,
but1'd come out of avoga classjustdy-
ingtosing something,” she says,

People in Perrotte's Voicevoga
classes, which sheteaches atthe
Maviposa Museumin Peterborough,
don't have to wait to leave class to
sing: Voiceyoga brings two new di-
mensionsto yoga, she notes. Itadds
vocalization to the mix and provides
an auditory picture of what's going on
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* Who: Nonette Perrotte
Combo

«When: Soturday, Jan. 17,
10 p.m.

*Where: Horlow's,
Peterborough

*Cosl: $7

sinformation: 924-6365
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with your breathing.

It’s not necessary to be experi-
enced in eitheryoga or singing to
take f)arl_. she says. Theyogais
gentle, and the vocalizationis
geared to anyone who wants to try
out his or her voice.

The Emily Dickinson projectis
another hybrid. Perrotie and
Lockwood, a storyleller who
frains teachers on incorporating
artsinto their lessons, recently
collaborated ona CD, “Zeroat The
Bone— Emily Dickinson Rock,”
and are working on a teacher’s
guide to go with the music,

For the CD, Perrotte composed
songs whose lyrics are taken from
the 19th-century poet’s work.
“Herwords and her phrasing
work so well with pop melodies,”
she says.

The project took root about four
years ago, when Ferrotte was
playing piano and Lockwood be-
ganreciting a Dickinson poeim.
“Immediately, her words jumped
outatme,” she says.

The goalis bring attention to
Dickinson’s work, and to help illu-
minate her text. Along with anoth-
erband, the Emily Dickinson
Rocks band, Perroite has per-
formed the music at high schools
and collegesin Massachuscits.

On the CD, Dickinson is placed
in historical perspective via nar-
rations by Lockwood that alter-
nate with the songs.

The recordingis on sale at Per-
rotte’'s webhsite, www.Nanet-
tevoice.com.

Perrotle’s future projectsin-
clude Songsters, a group for chil-
drenin grades two through seven
that she’lllead with Eve Kodiak of
Temple. A singing group that will
incorporate Voiceyoga, vocal
techniques, Brain Gym, and songs
ranging from rock to pop to coun-
try to show tunes, the classes will
be held Monday alternoons at the
Mariposa Museum.

She’s also putting together,
with the Nanette Perrotte Combo,
acabaret showbased on the mu-
sic of Johnny Mercer, whom she
calls a composer who approached
writing from the point of view of a
singer, “IYs areal comfortable
style to singin,” says Perrotte.

The combo will take the stage
at Harlow's Saturday at 10 p.m.
Admissionis $7.




